
Broome High School                                                             381 Cherry Hill Rd                                                           Spartanburg, SC  29307 

 1 

 

The Javelin  

 April 2021 

                                     Advice for Seniors 

By Kobe Trent, Sydney Cannon, and Liz Garcia 

Graduation. Made your heart skip a beat, didn’t it? Every year, thousands of seniors graduate high school 

and take the huge leap from adolescence to adulthood. Just like anyone in a new environment, most gradu-

ates don’t know what to do next. “Should I apply for a credit card? How do I do my taxes? How do I get 

good credit?” Those are questions that swim around in every single graduate’s head. 

           Whether you’ve got “senioritis” or you’re holding on to the last bits of your high school career, we 

can all use some advice as we make our way to the outside world. Sydney Cannon always goes to Ms. Gian-

ni for advice. Sydney asked, “What are some of the qualities of a successful student?” Ms. Gianni responded, 

“A good work ethic, always try hard no matter if you feel good or bad, and be one who asks questions.”  I 

have found there is always room for improvement. By using these tips, we can all remain successful, produc-

tive students, and members of society. Ms. Gianni says that when she was in high school, she wished that 

someone had told her to do her best. Though teachers could give us endless advice, Gianni says that there 

are some things you will just have to figure out on your own. These things might include, managing and pri-

oritizing your time. 

             In an interview with Mrs. Field, she said that one thing she wished she had done differently was job 

shadowing more in the summertime. She also said to make college easier you need to get a job to help pay 

for tuition, balance life, and have a time management document so you can have time for studying and social 

life. Field was asked, “How should seniors prepare for life after graduation?” She said, “Make a financial plan 

so you are not looming in debt and cannot get the things you need without having to sacrifice.” 

           While it’s usually the upperclassmen who give advice to the upcoming freshmen, this time the teach-

ers are giving the seniors advice on what to expect from real life after high school. I asked my previous Eng-

lish teacher if she had any advice for the seniors this year and she told me, “The best piece of advice for 

seniors is to make good choices. All our choices have consequences that lead us to a place of contentment 

and joy, and we need to think about the choices that will ultimately produce that result. Go into the world 

with dreams and hope but most importantly go with the decision to make good choices.” Her advice is 

great advice because she tells us to make good decisions and accomplish our goals that we have set for our-

selves. If you really set your mind to it you can accomplish it. 
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COVID-19 the Season  Ending Virus   

By Jakob Bailey 

 COVID-19 is the craziest thing that has happened to me in my lifetime. It is the same 

for most people all over the world. Sports seasons ended after athletes prepared all year 

to play. High school seniors did not have an option to finish the last year of that sport, 

the year that mattered. The pandemic may have caused these athletes to not receive 

scholarships they deserved. 

As soon as COVID-19 arrived in America, it took only a month before schools were 

closed, and seasons were canceled. Depending on the sport, it could have been canceled 

at the start, middle, or end of the season. If the season ended early, there would be less 

film, scout, and game time. The downside was a lot of lost experience that would have 

made everybody better. Even major league sports like the NBA and the MLB seasons 

were canceled. 

In the year 2021 most sports have resumed, but they must follow certain guidelines. For 

example, if someone tested positive for COVID-19, the whole team must quarantine. 

There are thousands of seniors that did not get to play or finish there last year of that 

sport. For some of them that might have been their chance to get a scholarship. Some 

stadiums only allow a few fans wearing masks. As an athlete, playing does not feel the 

same with mostly empty stands.  
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  How a Film Company Discovered the Trinity Bomb 

By Jesse Crocker 

Do you like documentaries or stories because I have a good one? The Manhattan Pro-

ject was developed during  World War II to give the Allies a fighting chance to win the 

war. It was based on developing nuclear weapons. But let's start this story a few 

months before the incident.  A scientist named Robert Oppenheimer, the main re-

searcher in the Manhattan project, was a part of a small group of scientists who be-

lieved the atmosphere might catch on fire from the nuclear blast. So, for weeks he and 

a few colleagues ran calculations to figure out the answer. No matter how close they 

got there was still a slim chance the atmosphere would combust. But on July 16, 1945 

the world's first nuclear device detonated. It was virtually the ultimate gamble but on a 

worldwide scale. It is safe to assume the US government was more concerned about 

winning a war than the extermination of the entire human race. Luckily, the atmos-

phere did not combust and spell the end of humanity. Before the explosion, the gov-

ernment was unaware of the danger of fallout and the repercussions it can cause. This 

was very dangerous for nearby towns and settlements. But if there is strong wind dur-

ing the explosion then the fallout can be spread across the continent. The detonation 

occurred in New Mexico on a bombing range called the Alamogordo Bombing Range. 

And unfortunately, the fallout was carried around by the wind and ended up spreading 

across the country. In the process, it made all the plants in the region un edible until 

they tilled the soil. But the People that lived in those areas still were uninformed about 

the nuke, so they continued to live there and were exposed to radioactive fallout. But 

after the war, there was a Film company by the name of Kodak, and they were having 

complaints about their film being foggy and black spots showing up. They tried materi-

als from Iowa and Indiana but the results were the same, there were still spots and de-

fects with the X-ray film. That is when he detected traces of Cerium-144 which cannot 

naturally exist on earth, Also the half-life or Cerium-144 is only 30 days so whatever 

happened had to have been recent. So, the company concluded there must have been 

some sort of nuclear testing or Atomic bomb detonated. And that is how a Film com-

pany figured out about the Trinity Bomb.    
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Life Lessons in Students’ Favorite Movies 

Kailey Carter, Katlynn McDaniel, and Jersey Terry 

Do certain movies really teach life lessons? Does any of Broome High School’s students 

favorite movies teach life lessons? To answer those questions, yes and yes. Certain mov-

ies teach life lessons and some of those certain movies are Broome High School stu-

dents’ favorite movies. We surveyed some classes at Broome asking students what are 

their favorite movies, and what the movie have taught them. 

Our survey resulted in 19 responses. We asked them the following questions, “What is 

your favorite movie and what life lessons have you learned from it?” When we received 

the responses, it was interesting to see what different movies has taught them. Broome 

High junior, McKinzie Tapp, stated her favorite movie to watch was “Instant Family.” The 

life lesson she learned from this movie was “that family is who cares about you and 

your blood family doesn't always have to be family.” Next, we interviewed Broome High 

sophomore, Taylor Adair, her favorite movie was “Stuck in Love.” She stated that the 

movie taught her “if you truly love something you can't stay away from it no matter 

how mad or how much you will resent it.” Lastly, we interviewed sophomore,  Aaliya 

Armstrong; her favorite movie was “The Hate You Give”. This movie has taught her 

“that our childhood and society is the way it is because of how our children are treat-

ed and taught to act.” 

In conclusion, all movies have different life lessons. All movies mean different things to 

different people. The good thing about life lessons is that each person has a different 

perspective of the lesson. Like many of the people that were surveyed, they each had a 

different movie, and each came up with a life lesson that nobody may have gotten in 

that specific movie. 
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Women are often paid much less than men for the reason that they do not gather enough attention 

from the public. If television stations aired more women’s sports, they would gain enough fans to 

raise more money and receive higher paychecks. Men’s sports teams are more popular and more 

exciting than women’s sports. Therefore, if women’s sports were aired on the radio and television 

shows as often as men’s, they could have a chance to make more money. Also, men have excessive 

amounts of money given from salary, to free gifts from big advertisement. Women have been mis-

treated by gender equality throughout the world. The participation of women in sport has long been 

a target of constellation in the mid-20th century women were still viewed in many cultures, including 

Brazil, as being too fragile to take part in vigorous sports which posed a threat to their maternal via-

bility. Women in Brazil are being judged not by their ability to play sports but the appearance of 

their body. Women needed to be beautiful to play football in Brazil in order to attract viewers. If 

women keep being treated like a show, women sports will cease to exist and turn into a circus 

based on their appearance. The sports world also needs to start recognizing the talent women have 

and not just the appearance of them. In most of the sports women play the uniforms reveal much 

more skin than in male sports. Women’s talents are often overlooked more than their natural tal-

ents to play specific sports. Another reason woman has a hard time playing male dominated sports is 

because people feel the women will be a distraction to the men. If women’s sports were aired on 

the radio and television shows as often as men’s, they would have a chance to make more money. 

Women earn 81% of what an average American man earns, according to the Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics. This stark disparity has hardly budged for more than a decade: the pay gap between men and 

women has sat at 80%-83% since 2004. . Opportunities for female athletes have increased in certain 

areas in the past 30 years, but females continue until this day 2021.  

Gender Differences in Basketball 

By Gracie Wofford 
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Everyone’s Favorite Video Game: Grand Theft Auto 

By: Jacob Gates 

What’s your favorite video game? Personally, my favorite is Apex Legends. 

The most played game is Counter-Strike: Global Offensive. It is also the most played 

game at a single point; however, overall Minecraft has sold the most copies. So far for 

2021, Call of Duty Modern Warfare is the most popular game. 

After a survey of 45 students at Broome High School, the most popular game amongst 

students was determined to be Grand Theft Auto. 

Most people play video games to pass time or due to boredom. I play games to meet 

people online and enjoy my time. A student at Broome High School said, “I like play-

ing video games because they can create things.” Mckinzie Tapp, a student at Broome, 

said, “I don’t really play video games. I just play games on my phone when I get 

bored.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

     

Grand Theft Auto was the most popular game with Minecraft in second. Call of Duty 

and NBA 2k trail behind in third. Roblox and Madden round out the top five. 

Why do people play video games? Many people play video games to feel competent. 

Most video games require skill and strategy to play, especially online games. In online 

games you need to be able to outthink and outperform your opponent in order to win. 

Online games are also a great way to talk to people from around the world. In addition, 

video games are something to do to pass time. Lastly, video games can allow you to ex-

press your creativity. For example, Minecraft allows you to build and design to your 

hearts content.  

Playing video games can have benefits. It can improve hand eye coordination, improve 

response time, and better problem solving skills. According to researchers at Lancaster 
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University there is an increase in the peripheral vision in people who play games designed to 

increase your peripherals. However, some negative effects of gaming occur when you play too 

much. Some of these effects include obesity and sleep disorders. According to the Child Mind 

Institute children should be limited to an hour on weekdays and two hours on weekends.  

In conclusion, most people have a different opinion. There was a total of 45 answers with 23 

being different.  Overall, video games typically have a positive benefit on people.  
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CWD: The Real-Life Zombie Apocalypse 

By Nevaeh Dominick 

Is hunting one of your passions? If so, then this article contains information that may be relevant to 

you, especially if you are a hunter or consumer of deer, elk, and/or moose. To be more specific, this 

article will inform readers of the deadly, zombie-like virus plaguing the deer family known as CWD. 

CWD, also known as Chronic Wasting Disease, is an illness that primarily affects the deer family. 

 

CWD is caused by a prion afflicting the body. These prions are misfolded proteins that are found in 

the brain. Akin to a virus, these misshapen proteins will inject host cells with their DNA. This forces 

the cell to produce prions instead of proper proteins. This creates a series of protein denaturing, as 

the newly formed prions will inject more proteins until most of proteins have been converted. The 

disease will build up in the brain tissue, creating small lesions that cause the brain to waste away; leav-

ing the contaminated organism to die. 

 

To understand the importance of CWD, we must first understand the nature of these prions, and 

how they are spread. Prions are unique in comparison to bacteria, viruses, and other microorganisms 

in that they are virtually unkillable. While bacteria and various viruses can be killed through either 

antibiotics or extreme temperatures; prions have shown to be immune to both methods of elimina-

tion and will multiply regardless. Even the death of their host has been proven ineffective to stop 

their spread, as microbiologist Mark Zabel said, “The animals are likely to be shedding the disease by 

the time they die in the wild.”.  

 

Prions are spread through contact with a contaminated organism’s brain matter, feces, urine, or 

blood. Some scientists, however, speculate whether CWD is airborne, though such a method of ex-

posure is highly unlikely due to prions being so similar to proteins. Airborne or not, CWD still 

spreads rapidly through the cervid family, and the number of infected deer reports grow annually. 

This, of course, leads to the question, why? 

 

Well, the main reason for CWD sudden and prominent growth is the lack of predation. Since CWD 

spreads through contact, something that deer and many other herding animals are no stranger to, the 

prions can spread easily from individual to induvial. What curbs this deadly spread, however, are 

predators. Various predators, such as wolves, coyotes, etc., are responsible for keeping the cervid 

population in check and, with human influence growing, these predator populations are steadily de-

creasing, thus causing the number of deer to grow exponentially. Therefore, leading to the CWD 

pandemic that plagues the U.S now.  
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 To some, this information may seem irrelevant, maybe even useless, but CWD holds 

far more weight than many realize. As stated before, CWD is only prevalent in deer, 

elk, and moose, something that many people take great pleasure in hunting for sport 

or meat. And, with prions being known to take root in human’s as well, see Creutzfeldt

-Jakob’s Disease (vCJD), many scientists are concerned about CWD’s potential jump 

from cervid to human through the consumption of contaminated deer meat. This fear 

was even expressed by the Alliance for Public Wildlife, who estimated that about 

“7,000-15,000 CWD-infected animals are consumed annually”.  

 

To stay safe, many hunters are advised to keep a close eye on the deer, and other cer-

vids, in their area, and to be knowledgeable on the varying symptoms of CWD. 

CWD, due to its peculiar symptoms, can be hard to pin down. Many of the tell-tale 

signs that are associated with CWD are also commonly found in various other fatal 

diseases, such as rabies and necrosis. Such signs are as follows: dramatic weight loss, 

lack of coordination, such as stumbling or muscle spasms, drooling, excessive thirst or 

urination, drooping ears and heavy limbs, teeth grinding, lack of inhibition, i.e., lacking 

fear towards humans, and unsolicited aggression.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            (photo of a prion) 
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By McKinzie Tapp and Alexis Manley 

 What is Covid-19? Covid-19 is a respiratory virus that has affected the whole world. 

For some people they have no symptoms, and for others it can be deadly. 

 

On March 13th, 2020 schools all over the United States shut down, in fear of the capability 

this virus would hold.  When District 3 shut down, we transitioned to online learning immedi-

ately with no warning. All of us students became very stressed and worried about what more 

was to come in the future and how it would affect our learning capabilities and seeing our 

friends. Later on the 2020-2021 school year began, we started on a hybrid schedule.  Students 

would alternate days according to last names.  When we came back from Christmas break all 

students were back together going five days a week but still required us to where masks at all 

times.  

 

We created a survey to gather student’s thoughts on how they see everything through their 

eyes about Covid-19 and how it affects their school lives. Students were saying how they were 

happier and less stressed when we did the hybrid schedule. One person had to say some neg-

ative aspects of the quarantine which were intriguing. One thing they spoke about was when 

on hybrid schedule the communication with them and their teachers were not mutual enough 

to understand exactly what they need to do. 

        Our Personal Opinions  

McKinzie: “I think we should have stayed on the hybrid schedule. Since we have come back, I 

feel like some students and even teachers do not wear their mask properly. When we came 

back from Christmas break a lot of people were on quarantined, so I think that is a big reason 

we should not have come back. I think we should go back to the hybrid schedule so we can 

learn more safely. 

Alexis: “The world can certainly agree that the global pandemic has had some impact on eve-

ryone’s lives, some more than others.  The media and adults seems to not acknowledge the 

real impact Covid-19 has left on students. But with all the negative outcomes some positive 

have come with it. Covid-19 may not be over in days, or even months from now, but instead 

of giving your attention to the negativity, why not make the best out of the situation. 
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How Has Covid Affected Student Athletes  

Hunter Gant  

My question is how has Covid affected student athletes? A large number of sports have been 

shut down because of Covid, and other sports have had their seasons postponed due to many 

athletes needing to quarantine.  

  

In early 2020, schools shut down due to the high number of Covid-19 cases. This included 

shutting down sports. When the 2020-2021 school year started, they allowed sports to start 

back up, but there had to be precautions. For example, for wrestling, there was only one match 

allowed at a time, and the mat had to be disinfected after each match. Referees could not raise 

the winner’s hands due to germs being spread, and the teams had to sit socially distanced on 

the bench if they were not wrestling.   

  

Even though precautions were put in place, sports were still shut down due to the number of 

Covid cases. Many sports were quarantined multiple times due to athletes being exposed to 

people who have had Covid. In the chart below are the number of times certain sports have 

been shutdown at Broome High School.  
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